
 

 

Gospel in Color started in the summer of 2017, and was founded by Jasmin Gauguin, 

a professional musical theatre graduate from New York Film Academy’s Musical 

Theatre on Film and Theatre program (2013-2015). 

The name is about the gospel – not just being history, but being ‘us’, God working in 

His people still. 

We are His gospel of grace today, and the little ones are His dearest. Therefore, 

Gospel in Color is not just an arts program, but also a movement – about letting all 

children around us in our world know that they are so precious and loved by Him. 

The gospel is full of unique colors, being you and me and the children. Everyone 

brings a new color to the room, and without them we would not see that color. All 

children are unique, personality and talents. 

The children in the room creates a gospel in color. 

That our children today would be encouraged in the right direction, a nurturing and 

loving path, and that they would be told the complete opposite of what this day of 

age says about value and talent – being beautiful and thin enough, being smart, rich 

and famous. That our children would believe they are beautiful and enough, just the 

way they are. No matter how much baggage they carry, no matter how physically or 

mentally challenged they are, or how rude of disrespectful the children are – if God 

says they are beautiful, valued and enough, so should we. Starting right now. With 

your child, your neighbor, and your whole village. It takes a village, and even if you 

don’t have children or don’t teach, you are part of the influence and view of that 

village.  

  



The mission 

That art may be evolved around God, and expressing ourselves as the true image we 

were created by Him to be. Especially for children, because the younger they are 

when they learn that God loves them, sees them worthy and beautiful, and is 

completely on their side, the earlier they believe their worth and build a healthy, 

vibrant life around that. As a devoted Christian, with a deep and very real 

relationship with God, I fully believe that centering your life on God is the way - and 

the only way – to live a life in all its richest, and become the best of you. 

The mission is to teach every child that their talent, passion for art, and thirst to 

create comes from God, and is the very purpose and reason on their lives. Yes, we are 

not all dancers or musicians, but we were created to create. Blessing other people 

with our strengths and passions, because a person being completely rooted in 

themselves, stepping into their dreams, loving what they do, is inspiring for 

everyone! Whether it be in an office, in the classroom, in the kitchen, at court… 

everyone uses their inner artists, in their very own way, and growing up with classes 

in art will have taught them that. 

We are not training necessarily for the children to become the next Broadway star, 

although we will cheer them on if that what they want. We just want the child to find 

out who they are, what they do best, and encourage them that they can do it. Our 

mission is to help children believe in themselves, and believe that there is a God in 

heaven who loves them. 

  



What we do 

Gospel in Color is a series of classes in the performing arts. The aim is to keep 

developing the class curriculum, especially according to the teacher and their artistic 

background. So far, they include Sunbeams (Christian girl scouts), Creative bible 

study and Performance class. 

They are 1 hour long classes, and all include exercises to get closer and more 

personal with the class mates, reflective moments with a Christian teaching moment, 

technique in whatever form of art is on the schedule for that day, and the 

performance/ministry project – which is anything from learning a new choreography 

to perform in church to giving out free flowers on the street to bless people. 

Furthermore, it’s important for us that we grow the relationship and trust of the 

children, as well as their parents/guardian and family. 

At Harlem Temple 

Since a lot of the students have a heavy background, and therefore have some kind of 

diagnosis (mainly ADHD, PTSD, depression), the teaching methods in class are 

accommodated to that. These children can’t just be taught like any other ‘normal’ 

child. 

Methods include drama therapy and play therapy. Read more about this in the 

section ‘The Social Work in Harlem’. 

Any trauma cases that may come up – whether it be new incidents or things from the 

past - are dealt with accordingly, outside classes, in one on one therapy with our 

professional Social worker (specialized in clinical social work, specifically in mental 

health, health and disabilities). 

Meetings and therapy with parents/guardian and/or siblings is offered too. 

A healthy environment for the child, in all areas, weighs very heavily in our program. 

A strong and joyful family is part of that influence, not just the child’s school. 

  



Classes 

Sunbeams: This is a girls’ group, to strengthen the relationship 

between us girls, and be able to just be us, without the boys! The 

focus of spending this evening together is to act out ‘how we can 

be a light in our life’. The church building really needs a loving 

hand – decorations to fill the empty walls and nurturing around 

the church family and people in our community. 

Projects on our program include: painting a ‘Sunbeam’ wall, 

drawing/writing scriptures with chalk on our sidewalk, baking 

muffins for the bible study team (and us!), planting vegetables 

that we tend to and water during a season to then sell out on the 

street to donate to the homeless, and trips (more info to come). 

Besides these activities we will be the Sacred Dance team 

(taught by our professional musical theatre teacher), 

getting training in ballet and modern dance, learn how to 

take care of our bodies, and get the chance to perform 

every once in a while on Sundays at church. 

Creative bible study: Boys and girls, we gather around the Word of God, but in a new 

creative way. We will not only sit down around a table and read, but really get to 

understand the stories we’re reading about through creative approaches, we will 

create dramas, work with songs, paint, feel and taste the bible, so that we really get to 

understand it with our own minds and hearts. This will be a fun and fresh way of 

learning the scriptures, with more than just words. 

Performance class: This class is the core of what ‘Gospel in Color’ represents. “You” 

add the color to the Gospel – your talents, dreams, passions, thoughts and feelings. 

The unique you is what will be encouraged and developed in this class. Through the 

arts of singing, dancing and acting, we will together find ‘what you do best’. There 

will be teaching of different genres and their techniques, however this class is shaped 

when “you” show up, and once we have all the different colors of the group brought 

together, we will discover what projects we 

will work on to perform. 

The aim is to perform at church once or twice 

every month, and there will be trips coming 

up also. 

  



Our Christian foundation 

Our Christian foundation is non-denominational, and a theological knowledge is not 

required from the child. We teach for no specific levels of faith whatsoever, but 

would rather like to meet the child where they are. Our belief and desire is to 

encourage the child towards a relationship with Jesus, but their enthusiasm is not a 

condition. 

All that we asked is the parents’ consent and 

understanding that our classes are based on our 

Christian foundation, which will be the reference 

point to anything we do. We gladly invite the child 

and family to church on Sundays, as well as 

fellowship in our Sunday schools and bible studies, 

during the week, but, again, this is not a 

requirement at all. 

Goal 

We love seeing people come to Christ, especially children, because we know by 

experience and witness about the world of the difference it makes when we center 

our lives on God. However, it is not our goal. Above anything, we believe that our job 

is to love whoever comes into the classroom unconditionally, no matter what their 

background or beliefs are. As Christians, we believe in a loving, healing and 

encouraging atmosphere. Equally well treated and with no judgement. All the 

children are equally valuable and worthy in our eyes.  

Sunday school 

From 9:30-11am every Sunday morning, the children are 

gathered in fellowship groups according to their age. 1-5, 6-12, 

13-18 and 19+. The 6-12 age group is run by the Gospel in Color 

Director and the Youth pastor of the church. The first half hour 

we serve breakfast and wake up together, and then Sunday 

school class begins as 10 am. We share things from the past 

week, and recap the theme from last week. Usually there has 

been a task for them to do or think about during the week, that 

we then discuss together. We sing or dance to children’s worship, 

and then we dig into the lesson of the day. We run by the newest 

Salvation Army Sunday school program, Orange, which is in the 

form of short videos that include a teacher and a bible study reenacted in creative 

ways. It’s very up to date and catchy for the children. 



Mission/Street ministry 

We are blessed to be a blessing. Therefore the Gospel in Color program is a process of 

taking in the blessing of knowledge, technique, performance opportunities, faith & 

love – and then being a blessing to other people by sharing it. We perform what we’ve 

learnt in all three classes, approximately once a month, we share our faith to the 

family and community around us, and we make it a mission to love people. Apart 

from performances, we make it our mission to spread love to our community. The 

goal is to spend a lot of classes doing creative street ministry. 

Example: A couple of times, we have decorated and written scriptures or loving 

quotes in chalk art on our pavement in front of our church building. The reaction to 

this was great, and it was amazing to see how people got attracted to a plain old 

building, as soon as we added some color to the place! 

Below is pictures from our ‘flower mission’, where we gave out flowers to the people 

passing by. There joy of receiving from strangers was beautiful, but even more so the 

children’s joy of giving!  

 

 

  



Themes of the program 

The themes we are focusing on has been planned accordingly to the children’s 

developmental stages – sorted by age, as well as their mental state, level of technique 

and faith background. The program starts off by focusing on understanding the 

foundation of our program. 

Program foundation: 

Identity - Who you are in Christ (what does God say about you, and where can 

you learn that) 

The unique artist that you are (exploring what you do best, and what you enjoy 

doing) 

 

Themes of Sunbeams: 

The value of a woman (learning the opposite of what an oppressed world says) 

Being a light in the world (what, how) 

Compassion (what, how, when) 

Raising our voice (how to stand up for ourselves in a graceful way) 

How we want to change the world (what we desire to see change, how we can 

help that) 

The seasons of life (relating to the four season, God’s promises, harvest in due 

time) 

Making way for the new (letting go of our past, cleansing out, trust) 

 

Themes of Creative Bible study: 

Jesus (characteristics, how He was as a human) 

The Holy Spirit (characteristics, how to feel the HS) 

God the Father (characteristics, how we can learn from our heavenly father) 

Prophets pre Jesus time (who, when, how they pointed to Jesus) 

Books of the Bible (OT & NT books, categories, writers) 

Jesus’ journey (His life on earth and the major events) 



Jesus’ miracles (what, when, who and refer to newer miracles) 

Discipleship (definition, first disciples, what discipleship looks like today) 

Psalms (reading as poems and as worship, relating ourselves to David’s journey) 

Proverbs (understand according to the time written, and apply to our time) 

Prayer (what, how, Father’s prayer, praying for us, close ones and strangers) 

The Salvation Army (who, what, when, mission) 

Being a soldier of the SA (how, what, why) 

Character work on bible figures (relating to the characters of the old stories, 

discovering their personality and faith) 

Martyrs (who, when, when faith is tested) 

Covenant (what, when, what it means for us) 

 

Themes of Performance class: 

Definition of acting (what, methods, using ourselves as vessels) 

Building up a character (how, tools) 

Feelings (what, when) 

Letting go (letting go of your fear and be comfortable in your own skin)  

Awareness (acknowledging what’s around us, what our scene is about) 

Storytelling (what and how to make our art about it) 

Turning problems into solutions (acting out scenes, recalling personal episodes) 

 

 

 

 

  



Performances and church events 

We equip all students to perform their art and minister to people. We teach that their 

unique talent is a blessing from God that they are meant to bless others with. 

Our goal is to perform with one class or the other once a month, but we especially 

prepare performances for the big church events throughout the year: Easter, Advent, 

Christmas, Pentecost, and Harvest. 

Sunbeams typically perform with a dance at church, bible study with scripture 

memorizations and performance class with drama skits or ensemble choirs. 

The children also prepare for Salvation Army’s annual Star Search competition, which 

takes place in the spring. Participation is completely voluntary. The children can go 

as a soloist in their field, or as a group: drama monologue, drama troupe, dance solo, 

dance troupe, solo singing and singing company. Children can also participate with 

an instrument, not with the Gospel in Color, but the Phil Ramone Orchestra program. 

Every child can participate in as much as they desire. 

The spring of 2018 was the first time Gospel in Color participated. We competed with 

solo dance and dance troupe. Below is a picture of our dance soloist. 

A lot of the children have stage fright, and therefore this is something that we work 

with a lot in our drama games and reflective moments. It is a huge triumph for the 

children to get onstage at all, and just giving them this opportunity means so much 

to them. 

 

 

 

  



Awards/recognition 

Every month we recognize the children’s progress and initiative by giving awards for 

the different classes. They are based on their participation, dedication and progress in 

every class.  

There is awards for the best effort of every class, as well as the Sunday school blessing, 

wisdom, punctuality and honoring awards for Joy, Faithfulness and Dedication. The 

honoring awards are for the children who go that extra mile and inspire others to do 

so. Below is the first awards that were given out. 

The awards are made public on our corps page, as well as a special board hanging 

inside the corps. Every 3 months, we give out the awards in church, to involve the 

congregation. The two other months the awards and gifts are given out in the classes. 

We make sure that the awards are differently given each time – we don’t encourage 

competition or ‘best ones’, but rather want to acknowledge each step the children 

make, no matter what their starting point was. The awards are meant to inspire that if 

they put in the effort to be disciplined in classes and do their best, they will be 

recognized for that.  

Furthermore, HEARTS and STARS stickers are given out in class, individually. Hearts 

are for when the teacher has seen an act of love, that they feel should be recognized. 

Stars are for excelling in the teaching, participation or discipline. Again, these are 

meant to inspire other students to do the same. We also feel it is so important to 

acknowledge students that show love, that help others, that put others before 

themselves. This is after all the overall lesson we are 

striving to give all. 

 

 

 



 

We believe that God has a special plan for the children in Harlem, and that this is just 

the beginning of a huge movement that will impact many lives. 

Please keep the children in your prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you wish to donate to the program, please contact 

jasmin.gauguin@use.salvationarmy.org. 

 

Founder: 

Jasmin Maria Gauguin 

Creative Arts Director at Harlem Temple corps 2017- 

mailto:jasmin.gauguin@use.salvationarmy.org

